
and modernity. Throughout the book, the author emphasizes the rural roots of the Red Army; 
he is particularly interested in how it assimilated and acculturated conscripts from the country-
side, especially from non-Russian regions of the USSR, with their particular practical habits and 
material culture. Another theme addressed in The Stuff of Soldiers is power and authority. 
Schechter shows how state power in wartime constituted itself not just by sharing with its 
subjects the monopoly on violence but also through the care of its subjects’ bodies and souls. 
Last but not least, the book provides a valuable account of everyday life on the Eastern Front, 
contributing in that to the field of Soviet social history.

This latter aspect is particularly important: as much as Schechter is interested in the big 
picture of life on the Eastern Front – after all, his research agenda is driven by the question of 
what helped the Red Army turn the tide of war in its favour after the devastating defeats of 
1941 and 1942 – he does not reduce Soviet servicemen and servicewomen to a collective or 
abstract body, but instead represents them in their full worth, with all their strengths and 
weaknesses. A focus on objects provides him with a vantage point to narrate those parts of the 
Soviet historical experience of World War II that are often left unnoticed in other narratives 
about it. This book will be of interest not only to students and scholars of Soviet history and 
World War II but also to everyone interested in the experience of life during wartime.

Alexey Golubev 
University of Houston 
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Ivan Franko and his community, by Yaroslav Hrytsak, Edmonton, Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies Press, 2018, xxiii + 563 pp., Can$34.95 (paperback), 
ISBN 978-1-61811-968-1

This splendid book explores the first 30 years of the life of Ivan Franko (1856–1916), the poet, 
prose writer, literary critic, translator, journalist, ethnographer, and political activist who 
became the founder of the Ukrainian socialist and nationalist movements in western 
Ukraine. The English-language translation of this prize-winning work, originally published in 
Ukrainian in 2006 as Prorok u svoii vitchyzni. Franko ta ioho spil’nota (A Prophet in His Own 
Fatherland: Franko and His Society), constitutes an important event which should draw the 
attention of the international scholarly audience not just to this crucial figure in the emergence 
of modern Ukrainian nationalism but also to the work of one of Ukraine’s leading historians. 
Hrytsak makes an important contribution to the study of nationalism, of Ivan Franko, of 
Austrian eastern Galicia, of socialism in the Habsburg Empire, of the emergence of a modern 
Ukrainian identity, and of biographical writing more generally.

Hrytsak takes a microhistory approach, embedding Franko’s story in that of the various 
communities among which he lived at each stage of his early life. This might seem an odd 
choice for writing the biography of a great man of letters who left a huge paper trail and about 
whom his contemporaries had much to say. However, it serves Hrytsak’s goal of exploring the 
interrelations of the individual and society in the creation of modern identities and of 
explaining how Franko became, already by the age of 30, a “prophet in his own land” (392). 
Hrytsak argues that it was not just Franko’s writings that made him the prophet of 
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a progressive, modernizing Ukrainian identity among people of his generation in Austrian 
Galicia – a generation that, like Franko himself, turned away from the previously dominant 
Russophile tendency – but also his own life story. Franko’s generation, the author contends, 
“saw in his biography and works a model for creating their own identity” (xiv).

For the reader, the microhistory approach makes this biography of Franko also a panoramic 
biography of eastern Galicia from 1850 to 1890. Hrytsak divides his book into two parts, on 
“Franko and His Times” and “Franko and His Communities.” The first section tells Franko’s early 
life through a broader study of Austrian Galicia. Hrytsak argues that Galicia was, paradoxically, 
a place with “a great deal of modernity but little modernization” (xix), the most economically 
backward part of the Habsburg Empire yet also a hotbed of modern political and intellectual 
movements, indeed a place where awareness of backwardness and a desire for change 
produced such movements. Both here and especially in the second part, the author takes 
his readers into the social and cultural experiences of the many social elements that Franko 
encountered, as well as his relationship with such groups as the petty nobility into which he 
was born, the peasantry he claimed to hail from, the workers, the Jews, the Poles, the Greek 
Catholic clergy and their families, and the Ukrainian national movement on both sides of the 
Russian-Austrian border.

Hrytsak asserts that the value of studying “the young Franko” is precisely to escape the 
temptation of teleology – of tracing how Franko became a nationalist leader determined to 
transform the Ruthenian peasantry into a modern Ukrainian nation. Stopping at age 30 allows 
him to show how nationalism was not the only or inevitable result of Franko’s political and 
intellectual trajectory, and that his identity was forged through interaction with a variety of 
modern political ideologies. In particular, he focuses on the importance of his encounters with 
Russian, Polish, and the Ukrainian socialism of Mykhailo Drahomanov. Franko spent his 20s 
trying to build an alliance of peasants, workers, and progressive intellectuals that brought 
together the Ruthenians, Poles, and Jews. Ukrainianness, as he was elaborating it in this period, 
was part of an international progressive movement. Progress was Franko’s goal, and he would 
eventually conclude that progress was to be achieved through a socially reconstituted nation. 
Thus, according to Hrytsak, key ideas of Austro-Marxism were already being elaborated in Lviv 
in the 1880s.

Finally, the microhistorical approach allows Hrytsak to reconsider how the historian should 
make use of Franko’s voluminous writings as sources. He focuses in particular on the cycle of 
short stories, novels, and poetry that Franko devoted to the city of Boryslav, the centre of the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire’s oil industry and an island of economic modernity in eastern Galicia. 
For Franko, Boryslav provided a glimpse of a socialist future – indeed, Hrytsak suggests that the 
first short stories and novel of the Boryslav cycle were profoundly shaped by the fact that he 
was simultaneously translating Karl Marx’s Capital into Ukrainian. These stories have shaped 
historical thinking, especially though not exclusively among Soviet scholars, about the work-
ers’ movement in Galicia. However, by correlating Franko’s writings with the historical evi-
dence, the author convincingly shows that Franko’s Boryslav represented a vision of the future 
rather than a realistic depiction of his time. For example, the “great Boryslav fire” he describes 
as being allegedly the culmination of a great workers’ strike never actually occurred. Moreover, 
Hrytsak demonstrates that contemporary critics themselves regarded the heroes of his first 
Boryslav novel as having little in common with actual Galician workers. Yet, the reading public 
responded with enthusiasm to the Boryslav works precisely for their progressive vision of the 
future, as well as their high literary quality. Hrytsak thus argues for the role of literature in 
constituting possible futures, as well as the importance of social reception in that process.

Hrytsak thus argues that, even if Franko had died at the age of 30, he would have still left 
the Ukrainian national movement both the vision of a modern, progressive nation; but he 
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would have also left an ideal life story for the poet as national prophet, having suffered 
imprisonment and exile for his socialist activities and created the myth of himself as the 
modern peasant embodying the new nation.

If you are planning to read one book on nineteenth-century western Ukraine, start here. 
This stimulating work brims with insights and new ideas on every page. Hrytsak is an engaging 
writer and Marta Daria Olynyk’s superb translation ensures that the book remains that 
academic rarity – a page-turner – in its English version. It should attract a wide readership 
among scholars and students interested in Ukrainian and Polish history, the history of the 
Habsburg Empire, and the history of nationalism.
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Michael Romanov: brother of the last Tsar, diaries and letters 1916–1918, 
by Helen Azar and Nicholas B. A. Nicholson, Washington-London, Academica Press, 
2020, 207 pp., $99.95 (hardback), ISBN 978-1-680-53945-5

Grand Duke Michael (Mikhail) Aleksandrovich, the youngest brother of Tsar Nicholas II, usually 
receives a passing mention in histories of the Russian Revolutions of 1917. When Nicholas II 
abdicated on behalf of himself and his son Alexei in March, he passed the throne to his brother. 
Michael deferred until the planned election of a constituent assembly, a decision described in 
newspapers of the time and subsequent histories as an abdication. In June 1918, Michael 
became the first Romanov Grand Duke to be murdered by the Bolsheviks. The best-known 
popular biography of the Grand Duke, Michael and Natasha: The Life and Love of the last Tsar of 
Russia (1997) by Rosemary and Donald Crawford, focuses on Michael’s controversial marriage 
to a twice-divorced commoner, Natal’ia Vul’fert.

Michael’s diaries from December 1916 to June 1918, which were compiled and typed daily 
by his English secretary Nicholas Johnson, who was murdered alongside him, demonstrate 
that there was much more to the Grand Duke’s role in revolutionary events than his deferral of 
the throne, personal life, and untimely death. Helen Azar has provided the first English 
translation of these documents, while Nicholas B. A. Nicholson’s annotations not only identify 
persons mentioned in the text but also include a wealth of additional primary sources 
concerning Michael’s activities in his final years. Nicholson’s introduction describes the extra-
ordinary history of this document, discovered propping up a bed by one of Natal’ia’s descen-
dants, then acquired first by the Forbes Collection and then by the State Archives of the 
Russian Federation.

The published diary begins just before the murder of Grigorii Rasputin in December 1916, 
presenting a daily account of Michael’s social engagements and interests as well as his wife’s 
health, which provides a chronicle of Russian elite social life on the eve of the revolution. 
Michael had a wide circle of family and friends, and key figures in his diary and correspondence 
are identified in the annotations. The book would benefit from the inclusion of a standalone 
section of short biographies of key personages mentioned in the text. Michael wrote about the 
friends who joined his family for meals, his guitar playing, hunting trips, horseback rides, and 
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